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ý Tension between far
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Background

ýA lot of research is 

published concerning 

bee health (Impact of 

pesticides, fungicides, 

pests and diseases) or 

the value of pollination.  

ýOnly little knowledge is 

available about 

beekeepers and their 

relation to farmers. 
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Organic Beekeeping in Switzerland

ýIn 2011, 160'000 bee colonies and 16ô000 bee-

keepers

ý5% of all beekeepers in Switzerland are farmers

ý10% of all beekeepers are professional 

beekeeper

ýOrganic?
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Organic Beekeeping in Switzerland

ýIn 2010, 258 beekeepers and 3373 bee 

colonies certified (Bio Suisse, Demeter, 

organic)

ý1,6% of all beekeepers and 2.1% of all bee 

colonies are managed according to organic 

regulation

ýSurvey conducted 2011

ý57 beekeepers replied
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Organic beekeepers in Switzerland
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Almost 50% Organic Beekeepers are farmers

70% are connected to farming, 4% are professionals
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Organic beekeepers in Switzerland
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Bee keepers were around 50 year old or elder

In average 51 years old
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Organic beekeepers in Switzerland

9



www.fibl.org

Organic beekeepers in Switzerland
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Organic beekeepers in Switzerland
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Main Challenges for organic beekeepers 

in Switzerland

Varroa 70%

European foulbrood 12%

Scarce food sources 12%

Fire blight treatments 8%

Coordination among beekeepers 2%

Agriculture 2%

No support from governments 0%
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Could beekeepers an farmers cooperate?
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Farmers

6 certified organic

2 conventional farmers

Beekeepers

5 organic/natural beekeeping

7 conventional, 


