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The World of Organic Agriculture 2023

› The 24th  edition of «The World of Organic 
Agriculture», was published by FiBL and IFOAM –
Organics International in February 2023.

› Data tables
› Country and continent reports
› Markets, standards, policy support
› The book can be ordered or downloaded at (item 

number 1254): https://www.fibl.org/en/shop-en

› www.organic-world.net
› https://statistics.fibl.org

https://www.fibl.org/en/shop-en
http://www.organic-world.net/
https://statistics.fibl.org/
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Transnational data collection efforts
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International certifiers that provided data for several countries
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Key data 2021

• Organic agricultural land
• reached more than 76.4 million hectares
• 1.3 million hectares more than in 2020, 1.7 percent increase (China, France, Spain)
• 1.6 percent of the agricultural land is organic

In 20 countries 10 percent or more of the farmland is organic 

• Producers
• 3.7 million producers were reported

• 191 countries with organic activities
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The ten countries with the largest organic farmland areas 2021
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Distribution of organic agricultural land by region 2021
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Countries with an organic share of at least 10 percent of the 
agricultural land 2020
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Growth of the organic agricultural land and organic share 2000-2020
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Growth of the organic agricultural land 
by continent 2000-2020
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What’s new

Further work on Power BI 
infographics
Integration of combined organic 
exports to the European Union 
and US 
New compact continent report, 
more graphs and tables
Specials: Country reports Kenya, 
New Zealand, Ukraine
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Resources

• «The World of Organic Agriculture» at www.organic-world.net
• Slides and infographics at www.organic-world.net

• Twitter.com/fiblstatistics

• Interactive data tables at statistics.fibl.org

• Interactive data visualisations at statistics.fibl.org

• Interactive map at www.ifoam-eu.org

http://www.organic-world.net/
http://www.organic-world.net/
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Thank you very much for your attention!
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Presentations at www.organic-world.net

http://www.organic-world.net/
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Statistics.FiBL.org
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www.twitter.com/fiblstatistics
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Organic Agriculture: Key Indicators and Top Countries 2021
Indicator World Top countries 

Countries with organic 
activities

2021: 191 countries

Organic agricultural land 2021: 76.4 million hectares 
(1999: 11 million hectares)

Australia (35.7 million hectares)
Argentina (4.1 million hectares)
France (2.8 million hectares)

Organic share of total 
agricultural land

2021: 1.6 % Liechtenstein (40.2 %)
Samoa (29.1 %)
Austria (26.5 %)

Increase of organic 
agricultural land 2020/2021

1.3 million hectares (ha); +1.7 % China: 319'000 ha (+13 %), 
France: 228'000 ha (+9 %)
Spain: 198'000 ha (+8%)

Wild collection and further 
non-agricultural areas

2021: 29.7 million hectares (ha) 
(1999: 4.1 million hectares) 

Finland (6.9 million ha)
Zambia (2.5 million ha)
Namibia (2.3 million ha)

Producers 2021: 3.7 million producers 
(1999: 200’000 producers)

India (1'599'010)
Uganda (404'246)
Ethiopia (218'175) 

Organic market 2021: 124.8 billion euros
(2000: 15.1 billion euros)

US (48.6 billion euros)
Germany (15.9 billion euros)
France (12.7 billion euros)

Per capita consumption 2021: 15.7 euros Switzerland (425 euros) 
Denmark (384 euros)
Luxembourg (313 euros)

Number of countries/ 
territories with organic 
regulations

2022: 74 (fully implemented)

Number of affiliates of 
IFOAM – Organics 
International 

2022: 791 affiliates Germany: 81 affiliates
China: 54 affiliates
India: 46 affiliates
USA: 45 affiliates

[1] Where the designation "country" appears in this book, it covers countries and territories, see UNSTAT website https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/m49/
[2] Please note that there are some differences in organic food sales figures from Ecovia Intelligence and those from FiBL due to different methodologies. According to Ecovia
Intelligence, global retail sales reached 135.5 billion US dollars in 2021 (see article by Sahota in this volume). One euro corresponded to 1.1827 US dollars in 2021 according to the 
European Central Bank.

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/m49/
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Contact

• Helga Willer
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL)
Ackerstrasse 113, 5070 Frick, Switzerland
Tel. +41 79 218 0626
helga.willer@fibl.org 
www.fibl.org
www.organic-world.net; statistics.fibl.org

• Willer, Helga, Jan Trávníček, Claudia Meier and Bernhard Schlatter (Eds.) (2023): The 
World of Organic Agriculture. Statistics and Emerging Trends 2023. Research Institute of
Organic Agriculture (FiBL), Frick, and IFOAM – Organics International, Bonn. 

• Available at www.organic-world.net/yearbook/yearbook-2023

statistics.fibl.org

http://www.fibl.org/
http://www.organic-world.net/
http://www.organic-world.net/yearbook/yearbook-2023
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FiBL online

www.fibl.org

fiblfilm @fiblorg

@FiBLaktuell linkedin.com/company/fibl

www.bioaktuell.ch

https://www.fibl.org/en/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/fiblfilm
https://twitter.com/fiblorg
https://www.facebook.com/FiBLnews
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fibl-en
http://www.bioaktuell.ch/


Global overview 
IFOAM - Organics International

on policies and regulations 2022



Vladyslav Zhmailo
Policy and Guarantee Coordinator
IFOAM – Organics International

ü Overview of policies and regulations 2022
ü Policies fostering agroecology and organic agriculture

Outline

ü Revision of regulations



Overview 
of policies and regulations 2021

of governments 
worldwide support 
the development 
of AE policies

A growing 
number happened in the 

European Union, 
North America 
and the Pacific 
region

Significant changes 
of regulations

have a fully implemented 
regulation on OA in 2021 

74 countries

have organic regulations 
not fully implemented

21 countries

are drafting regulations15 countries



Policies
fostering agroecology 
and organic agriculture



Policies
fostering agroecology and organic agriculture

Creation of the National Directorate 
of Agroecology of Argentina, to 
consolidate the gradual and integral 
development of public policies for 
the diffusion of agroecology 
nationwide.

Argentina
The implementation of the Organic 
Agriculture Policy Executive Action 
Plan showed remarkable 
development of the organic 
sector.

Saudi Arabia



Policies
fostering agroecology and organic agriculture

A transformation of food 
systems was undertaken inter-
institutionally to favour food 
security and food sovereignty 
policies, including support to 
farmers in the transition of 
agroecology.

Mexico
The Food and Agriculture Sector 
Development Policy II embrace 
the advancement in organic 
agriculture growth, by promoting 
increased used of organic 
fertilizers.

Ghana



Policies
fostering agroecology and organic agriculture

The National Strategy for Ecological 
Organic Agriculture 2022-2030 is 
currently being developed, with the 
aim to improve the agricultural 
sectors by protecting soil and water, 
promoting biodiversity and 
respecting the environment.

Tanzania

Natural farming, promoted through the Traditional 
Agriculture Development Programme, has 
expanded in several states in India. The federal 
government is planning to make funds available for 
all Indian states to promote both organic and 
natural farming for sustainable agriculture and food 
production in India.

India



Revision 

Countries and regions 
going through significant revisions include:

01
European Union

02
Pacific region

03
USA

of regulations



Revision of regulations 
and equivalence

Regions going through significant revisions of 
regulations include:

European 
Union

• Standard for organic salt is on its way 
• Standard for organic insects is also under the development
• Provision of certificates in Traces 

Pacific region • Pacific Organic Standard (POS) Guidebook has been launched
• New Zealand´s Organic Products Bill was read in the House 

USA • Origin of Livestock (OOL) final rule for organic dairy has been 
published 




