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The Nairobi Declaration for an Ecological Organic
Alternative for Africa

We, the participants of the international conference on Ecological Organic Agriculture:
The Alternative for Africa;

REGISTERING our appreciation to the International Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movements (IFOAM), the African Union Commission, the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), COLABORA, the Kenyan Organic Agriculture Network (KOAN) and
the representatives of African National Organic Agriculture Networks;

RECOGNISING

e the importance that has been placed on agriculture as a development catalyst on
the African continent toward achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
in the founding Declaration of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD) and in the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme
(CAADP) through the promotion of increased public and private collaboration
within the African agribusiness sector;

e the efforts already done by the African organic agriculture movements under the
leadership of IFOAM;

RECALLING the related commitments made by African Heads of State:

1. inthe 2003 Maputo Declaration calling for 10% of public expenditure on
agricultural and rural development;

2. in the 2004 Sirte Declaration on “The Challenges of Implementing Integrated and
Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Water in Africa” to promote and
develop the key agriculture sector;

3. at the 2007 African Union Summit on the Plan of Action for the Accelerated
Industrial Development of Africa which identifies agriculture as a key sector
within which to promote value added production on the continent;

4. atthe 2011 Addis Ababa summit on the Decision on Organic Farming (Doc.
EX.CL/631 (XVIII)) requesting the AU Commission and its New Partnership for
Africa’s Development (NEPAD) Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA) to
initiate and provide guidance for an AU-led coalition of international partners on
the establishment of an African organic farming platform based on available best
practices; and to provide guidance in support of the development of sustainable
organic farming systems and improve seed quality.



TAKING NOTE OF AND EMBRASING the Report of the workshop organized by the
European Commission and the African Union Commission (AUC) in June 2011 at
Brussels, Belgium, and the conclusions thereof.

CONSCIOUS of the on-going food crisis characterized by the continued rise in food
prices combined with intermittent food shortages and related climate change effects
that reduce food security as currently manifested in the famine in parts of the Horn of
Africa.

ENDORSING the Ecological Organic Agriculture Initiative developed by the AUC in
response to the Heads of States Decision on Organic Farming as a way to bring organic
agriculture on the centre stage of agricultural policies in Africa.

CONVINCED

e that only farming that nourishes Nature and supports natural biological activities,
respects biodiversity, efficient use of water, climate, seeds, breeds (plants and
animals) and naturally replenished soils can guarantee food for all Africans: now
and in the future;

e that ecological organic farming systems are appropriate for African smallholders
as increased yields and superior resilience to climate change are achieved
without costly inputs or infrastructure and therefore increase affordability and
accessibility to food and nutrition.

e that ecological organic agriculture emits much lower levels of greenhouse gases
(GHG), and quickly, affordably and effectively sequesters carbon in the soil;

e that entry into organic production and trade brings farmers into more resilient
production systems, reduces external costs and helps farmers to access higher
value markets, both at home and abroad, thereby increasing their income while
using natural resources efficiently and sustainably;

e that the adoption of ecological organic agriculture provides a range of health
benefits by avoiding the exposure to chemical residues that contaminate
farmers, farms, animals, ecosystems, food and consumers;

e that the scaling up of ecological organic farming through the reorientation of
policies that support small-scale producers is one of Africa’s most urgent
priorities if the goals of sustainable development, food security, climate
adaptation and poverty eradication are to be simultaneously achieved;

e that the IAASTD report and its multi-stakeholder process, supported by multiple
countries and UN institutions, is the most comprehensive and legitimate study
for guiding the transition of agriculture;

e that organic farming allows farmers to move up the value chain, e.g. by
developing local branding of products, contributing to the education of the
community and linking farming to tourism (e.g. Ecotourism) through marketing
and the “power of origin". This contributes to African small scale farmers’
economic security.



NOTING that 80% of African farmers are women and that these women are
predominantly engaged in ecological organic agricultural practices.

HEREBY URGE African Governments and Regional Economic Communities to:

URGE

Include the EOA Initiative and Action Plans in national and Regional agricultural
policies particularly in the Multiannual National and Regional Indicative
Programmes (NPIs)/(RIPs) which are the main funding vehicles for agriculture in
Africa;

Incorporate private sector stakeholders and especially women in agriculture
policy and programme implementation efforts — related to the implementation
of CAADP investment plans and the development of value chains;

Redouble efforts to create an enabling environment for fostering access to
finance for deployment in the agricultural sector, especially for smallholders and
Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs);

Develop and promote inclusive economic growth strategies that support the
incorporation of small holder farmers into local, regional and international
agribusiness value chains;

Encourage and guide bilateral and multilateral development partners to support
national and regional related efforts to engage and develop organic agriculture;
Reinforce capacities to build/develop skills, technologies and mind-sets that
improve and empower entrepreneurship and productivity of food production,
processing and related agro-ecological activities.

the African Union to Engage in public private dialogues and platforms, at the
pan-African, regional and national levels to explore and further public private
partnerships and collaboration for ecological organic farming.

IFOAM to continue and step up its efforts to coordinate and guide the organic
sector as well as interacting with national, regional, continental and international
organizations to hasten the adoption of ecological organic agriculture in Africa.

REQUEST Africa’s Development partners to:

Increase the level of the Official Development Assistance (ODA) resources
deployed and programmes initiated to support organic farming initiatives; and
Advance development effectiveness by working collaboratively and in an aligned
and coordinated manner with African recipients of development resources.

This Declaration was adopted by the participants in Furthering Africa’s Ecological
Organic Agriculture (EOA): The alternative for Africa workshop — in Nairobi, Kenya, on 16
November 2011.



Appendix 1

The Definition of Ecological Organic Agriculture

Ecological Organic Agriculture is a production system that sustains the health of soils,
ecosystems and people. It relies on ecological processes, biodiversity and cycles adapted
to local conditions, rather than the use of inputs with adverse effects. Ecological Organic
Agriculture combines tradition, innovation and science to benefit the shared
environment and promote fair relationships and a good quality of life for all involved.

The Principles of Organic Agriculture

e Principle of Health:

Organic Agriculture sustains and enhances the health of soil, plant, animal, human and
planet as one and indivisible.

e Principle of Ecology:

Organic Agriculture is based on living ecological systems and cycles, work with them,
emulate them and help sustain them.

¢ Principle of Fairness:

Organic Agriculture builds on relationships that ensure fairness with regard to the
common environment and life opportunities

¢ Principle of Care:

Organic Agriculture is managed in a precautionary and responsible manner to protect
the health and well-being of current and future generations and the environment.



Appendix 2

Participants List

Name First Name Organization Country

1 Aborisade Raphael Justice Development and Nigeria
Peace Initiative (JDPI)

2 Abouleish Helmy Sekem Group Egypt

3 Abouleish Kostanze Sekem Group Egypt

4 Adeoluwa Olugbenga NOAN Nigeria

5 Agola Rachel A. icipe Kenya

6 Akinbamijo Yemi African Union Commission Ethiopia

7 Amudavi David Biovision Africa Trust Kenya

8 Amusibwa Alfred The Organic Farmer Kenya

9 Asiema Maria Organic Farmer Kenya

10 Aura Sylvester Rural Outreach Program (ROP) | Kenya

11 Ayaboye Abolupe OYOSTATE COLLEGE OF Nigeria
AGRICULTURE, IGBOORA

12 Ayubu Nnko The Organic Farmer Kenya

13 Bagenal Henry ORGANIC AFRICA Consultancy | Kenya

14 Baributsa Dieudonne Purdue University United States

15 Bassey Nnimmo Environmental Rights Action / | Nigeria
Friends of the Earth
International

16 Bo van Elzakker Agro Eco — Louis Bolk Institute | The Netherlands

17 Bouagnimbeck Hervé IFOAM Germany




18 Bruntse Anne Infonet - Biovision Kenya

19 Cheburet John The Organic Farmer Kenya

20 Chirchir Grace Ministry of Agriculture Kenya

21 Chitalu Munshimbwe | OPPAZ Zambia

22 Cortada-Gonzalez | Laura AFRICAN AGRI CENTRE LTD Kenya

23 Data Anjan UNEP Kenya

24 Dorcas Warutumo SRATEGIC POVERTY Kenya
ALLEVIATION SYSTEMS-SPAS

25 Droste, Dr Dao Independent Artist Germany

26 Edwards Sue ISD Ethiopia

27 Flury, Dr. Manuel Swiss Agency for Development | Ethiopia
and Cooperation

28 Gachago Frank Organic Choices Kenya

29 Gakii Kirimi Flora Spoondrift Kasarani Kenya

30 Garnett Anisa garnett.anisa@gmail.com Kenya

31 Gathecha Nancy W. Kizuri Limited Kenya

32 Gathuka David Organic Agriculture Centre of | Kenya
Kenya

33 Geier Bernward Colabora Germany

34 Genga Quintar University of Nairobi Kenya

35 Gichohi Linda KIOF Kenya

36 Githegi Sofia Boldventures Kenya

37 Githigia Grace SRATEGIC POVERTY Kenya
ALLEVIATION SYSTEMS-SPAS

38 Hall Alexander US Embassy Kenya United States




39 Herren Hans R. Biovision Foundation Switzerland

40 Hinga Maria Kenya

41 H6hn Barbel Alliance 90/The Greens Germany

42 H66k Karin SSNC Sweden

43 Irakabaho Jean-Marie POSADA Rwanda

44 Jordan Gama TOAM Tanzania

45 Juma Jack KOAN Kenya

46 Kagendo Sophia Hivos - Kenya Office Kenya

47 Kaguembega- Franziska newTrees for Sahel Burkina-Faso
Mueller

48 Kahumbu Su Green Dreams Ltd Kenya
Stephanou

49 Kahwai Edward Aguaponics Kenya Kenya

50 Kamau Wanjiru KOAN Kenya

51 Kanari Lillian Kalimoni Greens Kenya

52 Kapila Surinder FIDA International Kenya

53 Kariithi James Ministry of Livestock Kenya

Development
54 Kiarie Zachary Faitrade International — East Kenya
Africa

55 Kiarii Eustace KOAN Kenya

56 Kibarah Catherine Kate's Organics Kenya

57 Kibuywa Sophie DESECE Kenya

58 Kinuthia Njeri Biovision Africa Trust Kenya

59 Kinyanjui Jaen Organic Choices Kenya




60 Kinyanjui Stanley COSDEP Kenya

61 Kioko Francis FAIR TRADE ORGANIZATION of | Kenya
Kenya (FTOK)

62 Kiome Boniface Hivos - Kenya Office Kenya

63 Kiptorus Alex Mt. Elgon Farmers Marketing Kenya
Network

64 Kramer Jens W Omniflora Germany

65 Kwame Nkonu Michael Fairtrade Africa Kenya

66 Lazare Yombi HELVETAS Swiss Burkina Faso
Intercoopération

67 Lentunyoi Joseph Nyumbani Village Kitui Kenya

68 Leu Andre IFOAM Australia

69 Leu Julia Fay Organic Federation of Australia
Australia

70 M’Njuki Ibrahim SRATEGIC POVERTY Kenya
ALLEVIATION SYSTEMS-SPAS

71 Maathai Wanjira Green Belt Movement Kenya
International

72 Macharia Charles AFRICAN AGRI CENTRE LTD Kenya

73 Macharia Lucy The Organic Farmer Kenya

74 Makanya Zachary PELUM Kenya Kenya

75 Manyatta Wanijiku Ministry of Rural Development | Kenya
Authorities

76 Mbithi Richard MITI MINGI CONSERVATION Kenya
CENTER

77 Mbugua John Chrisdale Farm Kenya

78 Mbugua Caroline Bridges Organic Health Kenya




Restaurant

89 Mbugua Ann Bridges Organic Health Kenya
Restaurant
80 Mbuthia Steven ENDEAVOUR CONNECTIONS Kenya
81 Melonye Peter Ngong Organic Kenya
82 Mirambo Chrispin GLOBAL SERVICE CORPS Tanzania
83 Morris David SAHAM East Africa Ltd United States
84 Mruttu Marjorie Kenya
85 Mudendeli Silvere ROAM Rwanda
86 Muhu Virginia Kenya
87 Muiruri Joseph KOFA Ltd Kenya
88 Mukeku Caroline PELUM Kenya Kenya
89 Mukua Sophie FAIR TRADE ORGANIZATION of | Kenya
Kenya (FTOK)
90 Munyi Evylin KOFA Ltd Kenya
91 Munyi Francescah KOFA Ltd Kenya
92 Murage Peter MOOF Kenya
93 Murangiri Doreen K KOFA Ltd Kenya
94 Muriithi Derrick FAIR TRADE ORGANIZATION of | Kenya
Kenya (FTOK)
95 Murimi Leah University of Nairobi Kenya
96 Musimenta Julius Justice | Agency for Integrated Rural Uganda
Development
97 Mutura Ngugi SACDEP/KOAN Kenya
98 Muwanga Musa K. NOGAMU Uganda




99 Mwangi Asaph SAHAM East Africa Ltd Kenya

100 | Mwangi Harry G. Ministry of Livestock Kenya
Development

101 | Mwaniki Simon M. Mirichu Organics Kenya

102 | Mwanyanya Eunice Ministry of Agriculture Kenya

103 | Nakamura Takehiro UNEP Kenya

104 | Nakasi Harriet Caritas Kampala Uganda

105 | Ndegwa Solomon SRATEGIC POVERTY Kenya
ALLEVIATION SYSTEMS-SPAS

106 | Ndekei Ivory Heinrich Boll Stiftung, East Kenya
Africa

107 | Ndirangu Teresa KOAN Kenya

108 | Ndiritu Gichuru Moses Bonde Soko Services Kenya

109 | Ndonga Linus SRATEGIC POVERTY Kenya
ALLEVIATION SYSTEMS-SPAS

110 | Nduku Haggai University of Nairobi Kenya

111 | Ndungu Samuel KOAN Kenya

112 | Ndung'u Susan Heinrich Boll Stiftung, East Kenya
Africa

113 | Ngai Jane M KOFA Ltd Kenya

114 | Ngare Gladys Olooseos Organics Limited Kenya

115 | Ngunijiri Eluid Resources Oriented Kenya
Development Initiative (RODI)

116 | Nguru Jane Ngong Organic Farmers Kenya
Association

117 | Nguu Patrick KOFA Ltd Kenya
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118 | Ngwenyama Doreen KAITE Zimbabwe
119 | Nicolay Gian FiBL Switzerland
120 | Njagi Isaac Rungeto Organic Macadamia Kenya
Farmers SHG
121 | Njaramba Jennifer Kenyatta University Kenya
122 | Njau Fredrick Heinrich Boll Stiftung, East Kenya
Africa
123 | Njenga Josphat University of Nairobi Kenya
124 | Njeru Alicia Wanja Meru Herbs Kenya
125 | Njoki Macharia Teresiah Green Dreams Ltd Kenya
126 | Njoroge John Wanjau | KIOF Kenya
127 | Njoroge Edwin KOAN Kenya
128 | Njuguna John Mburu Omniflora Blumen Centre Kenya
129 | Nutakor Edem Kwabla | Cocoa Swollen Shoot Virus Ghana
Disease Control Unit -
COCOBOD
130 | Nyaga Agnes Meru Herbs Kenya
131 | Nyaga Edward Aguaponics Kenya Kenya
132 | Nyina Suzanne African Union Commission Ethiopia
133 | Obama Nelson Heinrich Boll Stiftung, East Kenya
Africa
134 | Ochola Herine A Environment Liaison Centre Kenya
International
135 | Oduwo Alsen Community Mobilization Kenya
Against Desertification (C-
MAD)
136 | Ogalloh Grace CAPSI-FARM Kenya
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137 | Okoth Musiko Vincent Minjingu Phosphate Company | Kenya
Ltd.

138 | Olabode Raphael Justice. Development and Nigeria

Aborisade Peace Initiative, (JDPI)

139 | Oladel Ige Lawrence | Justice. Development and Nigeria
Peace Initiative, (JDPI)

140 | Olaniyi Christianah Ladoke Akintola University Nigeria

141 | Olembo Sarah African Union Commission Ethiopia

142 | Olowe Victor NOAN Nigeria

143 | Omondi Hellen Agricultural Information Kenya
Resource Centre (AIRC)

144 | Ongoya Geoffrey AFRICAN AGRI CENTRE LTD Kenya

145 | Onyango Charles Community Mobilization Kenya
Against Desertification

146 | Onyango Patricia Kenya

147 | Otieno Mercy Kate's Organics Kenya

148 | Otieno Mary Melicer | KOAN Kenya

149 | Owuor Tom Direne Foods Kenya

150 | Pittchar Jimmy icipe Kenya

151 | Pulei Stephen Olooseos Organics Limited Kenya

152 | Rasmussen Per Organic Denmark Denmark

153 | Rauschelbach Burghard African Eco-Labelling Kenya
Mechanism (AEM)

154 | Reichert Tobias Germanwatch Germany

155 | Rieks- van Hal Haike Social Environmental Business | Tanzania

in Agriculture (SEBA)
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156 | Rigu Samuel The Turning Point Trust Kenya
Wanderi

157 | Ruchiaka Jacob SRATEGIC POVERTY Kenya
ALLEVIATION SYSTEMS-SPAS

158 | Ruchu Gitau Michael Peter | COFCO Kenya

159 | Rundgren Gunnar Grolink Sweden

160 | Rware Jacob Kubukubu Agro. Organic Kenya
Products

161 | Sagini Ruth Horticultural Crops Kenya
Development Authority

162 | Sawa Pius New Agriculturalist, Reuters Kenya
Alertnet

163 | Sawaya Sally Kimotho | Meru Herbs Kenya

164 | Schriber Andreas Biovision Foundation Switzerland

165 | Seidel Katrin Heinrich Boll Stiftung, East Kenya
Africa

166 | Selassie Tebebe African Union Commission Ethiopia

167 | Shebi Esther Jos Archdiocese Nigeria

168 | Sibomana Adrien BOAM Burundi

169 | Simba J.T. Muriithi Sohgro Organic Horticulture Kenya
Growers

170 | Simel Zachariah Kenya

171 | Singer Meinhard DESECE NGO Kenya

172 | Smith Manjo NOA/IFOAM Namibia

173 | Ssebunya Brian Farmgate Services LTD Uganda

174 | Ssekyewa Charles Uganda Martyrs University Uganda
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175 | Stephanou Elleni Green Dreams Ltd Kenya
176 | Sturesson Peter European Union Delegation to | Kenya
Kenya
177 | Sunday Adigbo OAPTIN Nigeria
178 | Tamuka Joel Mukura University of Zimbabwe Zimbabwe
179 | Thesing Kenneth Maryknoll Missioner Kenya
180 | Thyaka Joseph W. KOAN Kenya
181 | Tumbo Charles Nguli | Export Promotion Council Kenya
182 | vankEs Jan Willem SAHAM East Africa Ltd United Arab
Emirates
183 | Verlinden Veronique Fairtrade Africa Kenya
184 | Wachira Sophia M. Surehatch Incubators Kenya
185 | Wafula Jack SMART Kenya
186 | Wahome Raphael University of Nairobi Kenya
187 | Wakari Bancy Rungeto Organic Macadamia Kenya
Farmers SHG
188 | Wangechi Naomi Shammahwings Agencies Kenya
189 | Wangera Peter Maniji Community Groups Kenya
190 | Wangila Martin KOAETEC Kenya
191 | Wangong'u Patricia IFOAM Kenya
192 | Wanjiku Kamau Margaret Ngong Organic Farmers Kenya
Association
193 | Wanjiku Maina Anne African Biodiversity Network Kenya
(ABN)
194 | Waruingi Ephantus Kenyan Ministry of Agriculture | Kenya
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195 | Watene George 4C Association Regional Office | Kenya
East Africa

196 | Wesonga Noella Kate's Organics Kenya

197 | Wilde Samantha Waruingi Ephantus Kenya

198 | Wilhelm Joseph Rapunzel Naturkost GmbH Germany

199 | Wilhelm Seraphine Rapunzel Naturkost GmbH Germany

200 | Zobel Laetitia UNEP Kenya
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